J. Patrick Spainhour

Chairman & CEO

The ServiceMaster Company

860 Ridge Lake Blvd.

Memphis, TN 38120

George W. Tamke

Operating Partner

Clayton, Dubilier & Rice, Inc.

375 Park Ave., 18th Floor

New York, NY 10152

Dear Mr. Spainhour and Mr. Tamke:

As people of faith we feel called to protect our communities from the dangers of lawn care pesticides. On the eve of sale of The ServiceMaster Company, we ask that you pause and reconsider your number one guiding principle. We are writing to urge you to phase out the use of toxic pesticides and offer your customers a less-toxic, truly organic lawn care program. 
God’s Creation is threatened by the use of lawn care pesticides. By their very design, the pesticide products your company uses are designed to kill, threatening our entire ecosystems. Children and pets, those that cannot protect themselves, are most susceptible to the dangers of lawn care pesticides. Their developing bodies and behaviors make them especially susceptible to pesticide exposure. We all have an obligation to protect God’s Creation from these dangers. We are reaching out to you because we believe that your company’s guiding principles demonstrate that you agree. 
ServiceMaster has long held that the company should “Honor God In All That We Do” and “Protect and Maintain Our World.”  We are asking that you ensure that TruGreen ChemLawn lives up to these principles in every way possible and take the right steps to protect God’s Creation.
We are increasingly learning more about the dangers pesticides pose to our health. Forty-Five years after Rachel Carson published Silent Spring, the case becomes increasingly severe. According to the United States Environmental Protection Agency, 95% of the pesticides used on residential lawns are possible or probable carcinogens. And over 70 million pounds of lawn care pesticides are applied to lawns and trees across the country, over ten times more per acre than for agriculture.  
We believe that truly organic lawn care can create the places we all want to enjoy. Please join us in our efforts to reduce the use of toxins in our world. We ask that you take into consideration the threats to our families and communities, all of God’s Creation, and urge that you phase out the use of toxic pesticides and offer better solutions. 
Sincerely,
