[image: image1.png]UNITED STATES
SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION
Washington, D.C. 20549

SCHEDULE 14A
Proxy Statement Pursuant to Section 14(a) of
the Securities Exchange Act of 1934 (Amendment No. )

Filed by the Registrant
Filed by a Party other than the Registrant 0

Check the appropriate box:

O Preliminary Proxy Statement

O Confidential, for Use of the Commission Only (as permitted by Rule 14a-6(e)(2))
Definitive Proxy Statement

O Definitive Additional Materials

O Soliciting Material Pursuant to §240.14a-12

The ServiceMaster Company
(Name of Registrant as Specified In Its Charter)

(Name of Person(s) Filing Proxy Statement, if ofher than the Registrant)

Payment of Filing Fee (Check the appropriate box)

No fee required.

Fee computed on table below per Exchange Act Rules 14a-6()(1) and 0-11
(1) Title of each class of sccurities to which fransaction applies.

(2) Agaregate number of securities to which ransaction apphies

(3) Per unit price or other underlying value of transaction computed pursuant to Exchange Act Rule 0-11
(set forth the amount on which the filing fee is calculated and state how it was determined).

(4) Proposed maximum aggregate value of ransaction.

(5) Toral fee paid.

Fee paid previously with preliminary materials

Check box if any part of the fec is offset as provided by Exchange Act Rule 0-11(a)(2) and identify the filing
for which the offsctling fee was paid previously. Identify the previous filing by registration statement
sumber, or the Form or Schedule and the date of is filing

(1) Amount Previously Paid:

o
o

(2) Torm, Schedule or Registration Statement No.

(3) Filing Party.

() Date Filed

Persons who are to respond to the collection of information contained in this form are not
required to respond unless the form displays a currently valid OMB conrol number.




[image: image2.png]ServiceMASTER.

March 24, 2006
Dear Shareholder.

I am pleased fo invite you to attend the 2006 Anmual Meeting of Sharcholders of The ServiceMaster
Company. We will hold the mecting at 8:00 a.m., Central Time, on Friday, May 5. 2006 at Chase Tower, Plaza
Level SE., 10 South Dearbom, Chicago, IL 60603

At this year's meeting we will elect three directors to the Class of 2009, consider approving a compensation
plan, consider ratifying the sclection of our independent auditors, consider two shareholder proposals which may
be presented and report on our business. Our Annual Report fo Sharcholders for 2005 accompanies these proxy
materials.

2005 was a year of solid accomplishment for the Company. On the performance side, we achieved solid
revenue and carnings per share growth by making over 43 million service visits to our residential and commercial
customers. Cash flow again substantially exceeded net income. We grew the top line in every business segment
and two of our core businesses, Terminix and TruGreen ChemLavn, each surpassed $1 billion in sales for the
first time. This was accomplished as we continued o sirengthen our core capabilities and position the firm for
future growth.

Your vote on the matters to be considered at the 2006 Annual Meeting is important, regardless of the size of
your holdings. You may vote by marking. dating. signing and returning the enclosed proxy card in the envelope
provided. Also, most registered and most beneficial shareholders may vote by toll-free telephone in the U.S. or
Canada, or over the Internet by following the insructions on the enclosed proxy card. We urge you to vote your
shares as soon as possible. In this way, you can ensure your shares will be represented and voted at the mecting.

and you will spare ServiceMaster the expense of a follow-up mailing. Even if you vote before the meeting you
may stll attend the meeting and vote in person.

Sincerely.

Jonathan P. Ward
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer
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Green Century Capital Management, Inc., (Green Century) a sharcholder, has submitied a letier to
ServiceMaster requesting that the proposal set forth below be submitted to our shareholders for consideration at
the 2006 annual meeting. Green Century has stated that if or someone acting on ifs behalf intends o inroduce the
following proposal at the meeting. Green Cenfury's addsess is 29 Temple Place, Suite 200, Boston, MA 02111
The Board of Directors opposes this shareholder proposal for the reasons set forth below the proposal.

Prosies solicited by management will be voted against the sharcholder proposal unless shareholders specify
a contrary choice in their proxics.

In accordance with applicable rules of the Secusities and Exchange Commission, we have set forth Green
Century’s proposal below, for which ServiceMaster accepts no responsibility.
Report on the Discontinuance of the Use of Lawncare Pesticides
Whereas:

Our Company is built on a strong ethical foundation, beginning with the Company’s Objectives: Honor God
in All We Do; Excel with Customers; Help People Develop; Grow Profitably:

These objectives should be reflected in Company policies that show reverence for lfe, that honor the natural
world, and that take great care to bring no harm to any person, including our customers, our employees, our
vendors’ employees, or ofhers;

Whereas:

The use of synthetic pesticides that are potentially harmfil to people, animals, and the environment is
contrary to these principles and ultimately harmful fo our business:

One analysis of a standard TruGreen Chemlawn customer receipt showed that of the 32 pesticides available
for use by its residential lawncare service: 17 included possible carcinogens, 9 included known or suspeeted
reproductive toxicants, 11 included known or suspected endocrine disrupting chemicals, and 13 included
chemicals banned or restricted for use by other countries (http:/toxicsaction org/issues him).

Exposure fo toxic chemicals such as these may be particularly harmful to infants, children, pregnant women,
the elderly, and to developing fefuses.

Employees of the Cintas Corporation who handle laundry items from TruGreen Chemlawn have complained
of ill health effects often associated with pesticide exposure, including headaches, rashes, and blurred vision
tip://uniformiustice com/servicemaster.as
Whereas:

The use of pesticides is an increasing matter of concern among the American public. Increasing numbers of
states and localifies in the U.S. are cnacting resfrictions on use of pesticides

TruGreen Chemlawn has been targeted for a consumer boycott in the United States because of ifs use of
pesticides:

Seventy municipalities in Canada have banned the use of lawncare pesticides. Our Company recently
reported reduced customer retention in Canada due partly fo “tightened application regulations in cerfain
markets:”

Whereas:
TruGreen Chemlawn offers Organic and Natural lawncare services in some parts of the United States:

The TruGreen Chemlawn website states that “We want our customers to have complete information about
the products being used, their purpose and any special precations to consider, because we know that knowledge
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[image: image4.png]brings comfort,” and et the website does not list the pesticides used by TruGreen Chemlawn and does not
provide Material Safety Data Sheets for the chemicals contained in these products.

ServiceMaster's Environmental Stewardship Principles state that “Our Board of Directors will audit the
effectiveness of and our compliance with the ServieeMaster environmental stewardship principles,” and “We will
commit human and financial resourees fo carrying out policies, procedures, and programs which enable us to
meet our environmental stewardship responsibilities.”

Therefore Be It Resolved that the ServiceMaster board shall prepare a report, at reasonable expense and
omitting proprietary information, on the feasibility and implications of a policy to disconfinue the use of synthetic
pesticides at TruGreen Chemlawn, instead substifuting natural and non-tosic lawncare services. The report shall
discuss the impact of such a policy on our customers, our employees, and the employees of companies providing
services to us, and shall be available one year from the 2006 annual meeting date.

Statement of the Board of Directors

The Board has considered the proposal sct forth above relating to the preparation of a report on the
feasibility and implication of a policy to discontinue the use of synthetic pesticides at TruGreen ChemLawn and
has determined to oppese the proposal.

ServiceMaster has policies and procedures that address the environmental, health, and safety risks of its
employees, customers, and our commmnities and tens of millions of property owners understand the usefulness
and benefits of synthetic pesticides. All of ServiceMaster's products meet the standards of the Environmental
Protection Agency (“EPA) and the EPA completes an extensive review, including the risks of exposure, prior to
registration of each pesticide. Further, the products ServiceMaster utilizes meet rigorous criteria established by
ServiceMaster scientists and an independent board-certified toxicologist: some of which may exceed the EPA
standards. ServiceMaster continues fo escarch and assess new products and methods to apply such products
including alternatives fo synthetic pesticides.

This proposal is not binding on ServiceMaster.

The Board recommends a vote AGAT}

ST the adoption of this proposal.
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